Margaret "Peggy" (Doherty) Gillis
June 5, 1943 - July 22, 2018

Gillis, Margaret Ann (Doherty) "Peggy” died Sunday July 22, 2018 with her family by her
side. Peggy was the wife of Neil Gillis of East Dennis, formerly of Charlestown, and
mother of Mary Helen Little of Somerville. She was “favorite mother-in-law” to Ryan Little
and beloved Grammy to “best kids in the world” Owen and Margaret.
Peggy was born in Charlestown, the sixth child of the late Mary (Burns) and Bernard
Doherty. She was the dear sister of Nancy Ryan and her husband Dick of Readville, Mary
Deery and her husband Bob of East Dennis, Barbara Hunter and her husband Joe of
Gilford, NH, Roger Doherty of Charlestown, the late Hugh Doherty and his wife Lisa of
Saugus, Danny Doherty and his wife Lilly of Saugus, and the late Bernard, Kathleen,
Tommy, Joanne, and Johnny Doherty. She also leaves behind best friends Elaine Riley of
Hampton, NH and Ann Sweeney of Scituate, and many nieces, nephews and great
friends.
Peggy had fond memories of growing up in Charlestown as one of twelve kids. There was
always “something doing.” She graduated from St. Rose High School in Chelsea and went
on to work at the Navy Yard, NASA, and Veteran’s Administration. Peggy and Neil were
married on May 17, 1980. Together they raised their daughter, Mary Helen, in Saugus and
spent summers at their beloved home on Sesuit Neck in East Dennis. In retirement they
spent winters in Boynton Beach, FL, reliving their Charlestown days with an incredible
group of friends and family. Peggy enjoyed the beach, cards with the girls, shopping till
she dropped, traveling, and most of all, her family. She loved her daughter and grandkids
more than anything.
Peggy made a lasting impression on everyone she met. She had a twinkle in her eye and
a laugh that was contagious. She always said she “had a wonderful life.”
A Memorial Visitation will be held on Tuesday July 31, 2018 from 10:00am to 11:00am
followed by a Memorial Mass at 11am at Our Lady of the Cape Catholic Church in
Brewster, MA. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to Compassionate
Care ALS at ccals.org or PO Box 1052 West Falmouth, MA 02574.
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Memorial Mass

11:00AM

Our Lady of the Cape
468 Stony Brook Rd, Brewster, MA, US

Comments

“

"Sincerest condolences to Peggy's family. I went to school with Peggy and I was so
sorry to read about her passing this morning. She was a wonderful person we had so
much fun at St. Rose. I haven't seen her for many years but I can remember her and
all , great times.
RIP - Rita Todino Poznick

Rita Todino Poznick - July 29, 2018 at 05:23 PM

“

Sincerest condolences to Mary Helen and family. I met Peggy through our mutual
friend, Linda Doherty McManus, during our fun filled youth at the Cape. Peggy had a
very dry sense of humor and always able to tell it like it is, a no-nonsense type of gal!
May her memory be eternal !
Nadia Annese

Nadia Annese - July 29, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

It was so sad to see Peggy's obit in the paper today. I worked with her at GAO back
in the 1970's and haven't seen her in decades, but I can still picture her strutting
around the office in her high heels, hips swaying and earrings jangling.
Peggy knew who she was -- a proud Townie, Irish thru and thru, and a sassy woman
who took no grief from anybody. She was also fun to be around.
I had never heard of Aruba until I met Peggy, but she was an Aruba regular at a time
when the island was barely developed -- flying off on a moment's notice because she
could get cheap tickets when there were empty seats to fill. She knew how to have a
good time. She used to say that people should be retired when they're young, then
when they're too old to have fun anymore, they should go to work.
RIP Peggy,
Janice Zafarana

janice zafarana - July 29, 2018 at 01:30 PM

“

It was with great sadness I learned of Peggy’s passing.
I’ve been in California for a long time now, but have never lost my “Boston” connections.
I moved into Monument Square across from Peggy’s place and met her through mutual
friends.
Janice is so right - Peggy was a force to be reckoned with. I remember her telling me she
was going to buy the building she lived in and, sure enough, she did. She was shrewd,
smart and knew how to make things happen.
Oh those fun days together. Lots of laughs, great times so fondly remembered.
I’m truly saddened that I’m so far away and cannot be there for all the loving services that
will be held in her honor - so rightly deserved.
My thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends as they pay tribute to a truly
wonderful, warm and loving gal.
Eileen “Riles #2”
Eileen Riley - July 29, 2018 at 02:57 PM

“

Mary Helen and Family,
We are so very sorry to hear of your mother’s passing. Hoping God gives you
Strength to get through this horrible trying time. I will always have this memory of
your Mom and the love she had for you when you were first born. She would have
you on a blanket and talk to you on and on everyday. I couldn’t believe my eyes
when you would start cooing and talking back to her. You could see the love for you
shining through her eyes!! Through your younger years I could see all her excitement
& how proud she was of all your achievements. The happiness you brought her even
back then was remarkable and beautiful to see! The love she had for you was
immeasurable! Rest In Peace Peggy
Lilly & Danny

Lillian Doherty - July 25, 2018 at 07:09 PM

